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certain, and irresolute ; that his adherents may know what
they are to expect, and his adversaries ho able to tell why
they are opposed,

It is necessary, sir, even for his own sake, that he may
not be always struggling with himself; that ho may know
his own determinations, and enforce them by the reasons
which have prevailed upon him to form thorn ; that he may
not argue in the same speech to contrary purposes, and
weary the attention of his hearers with contrasts and an-
titheses.

When a man admits the necessity of grunting a supply,
expatiates upon the danger that may be produced by re-
tarding it, declares against the least delay, however spe-
ciously proposed, and enforces the arguments which have
been already offered to show how much it is our duty aud
interest to allow it; may it not reasonably bo imagined,
that he intends to promote it, and is endeavouring to con-
vince them of that necessity of which he seoms himself
convinced ?

But when the same man proceeds to display, with equal
eloquence, the present calamities of the nation, and tells
to how much better purposes the sum thus demanded may
be applied; when he dwells upon the possibility that an
impolitick use may be made of the national treasure, and
hints that it may be asked for one purpose and employed
to another, what can be collected from his harangue, how-
ever elegant, entertaining, and pathetick? How can his
true opinion be discovered? Or how shall we fix such
fugitive reasonings, such variable rhetorick ?

I am not able, sir, to discern, why truth should be ob-
scured ; or why any man should take pleasure in heaping
together all the arguments that his knowledge may supply,
or his imagination suggest, against a proposition which he
cannot deny. Nor can I assign any good purpose that can
be promoted by perpetual renewals of debute, and by a
repetition of objections, which have in former conferences,
on the same occasion, been found of little force.

When the system of affairs is wot fully laid open, and
the schemes of the administration are in part unknown, it